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Bolivar Bullstin.

M R BARBINM, Loron,

January i2,

Tz Vero—"I'o the exclusioh of our nsual
variety of news and misegllineous items we
print in this numbor of the Dulletin Presi-
dent Johnson's veto Mesange It
¢lincher, and will be read with interest.

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT.
Weto of District of Colundia Suffrage
To the Ban.te of the Uslted Histea:

= I have reccived and considered a bill en-
titled ™ Aw Act to rogulnte the elective fran-
ehiine in the Distriet of Colasmbia, passed by
the Senate on the 13th of December, and by
the Houne of Reprosentatives an . the suc-
eveding day, 1t waa presented for my nppro-
vl ou thie 20th uit, six days alter the adjourn-
m.nt of Congress, and is now returtied with
my ohjections, to the Scnate, m which
House 1t vriginated. .

Measares having been introduced at the
commencement uf the present Congress
for the ut:?uimll of the clective franchise
%7 8 vrin the District of Colum-
M'wor?mkeq by the corporate uue
thoritics of Wusliin “umd  Georgotown
o ssoprbnin and muke known the opinion
of the two citivs upohn the sulijoct so  imme-
dintely alfecting their wolfure as 0 comwmu-
nity. The question was submitted to  the

: ik elections, held in the month
ol mber, 1365, when the qualified voters

of Washington and Georgetown, with grent

unaniwity of sentimest, expressed them-
selves oppoussed to the contomplated legis-
dwsion An Washington, ina vote of 6396,
the'lnrgest, with but two exceptions, ever
polled in thdt city, only thirty-five ballots
weére east for negro suffrage while in Georgr
town, inan aggregation of 213 votes & num-
ber consideruble in excess of the average
vote at the four preceeding annual elections,

. r L ’

While indeed the rocidents of the sg':f
povernment are not citissns of any 3 .
and are not therefore allowed a gwice in the
clegtoral  college or rvepresentation im the |
smncils of the nation, they ‘are neverthéless
Awerican citizens, entitled as such (» every
right which pertains to eitizens of “our com-
mon eonntry.  In all matters, then affecting
their domestic affuirs, the spipit of cur dem-
ocratic form of government demands that
their wishes should be consulied and respee-
ted, and they mught to feel that, ulr.bou.gh
not perinitted practieally to iei

under & paternal government, regardful of
their rights, mindful of their wants und s0-
licitous for their prosperity. It was evi-
dently contemplated that all lueawl questiuns
would be left w their decision, at lewst ta an,
extent that would not be incompatable with
the object fur wiich Counzress was granted
exclusive legislation over the sewt of puvern-
ment.  When the Constitution was yet ander
congideration it was  assumed by Madison
that its inhabitants wonll Le allowed =
municipal legislature for lecal purposcs de-
rived from their own suffruges. When for
the first time Uongress in the year 1500 us-
scmbled at Washington, President Adams in
his speceh at its opening reminded the two
flouses that itwas for them to consider
whether the loeal powers over the District of
Columbia, vested! by the: Constitution in the
Cungress of the United States, should he!
immedintoly exercised, and he nsked thein®
w “ Consider it as the eapitdd of ;L‘I!,l'_‘elt_t;.il,il',
tion sdyuncing in art, in commerce, lq!_{;g‘a th
and in_population, and poessessing _sy{ ip it
self those recourees which if not thrown
sway, or lJamentably misdirected, would se:
cure to ita long course of prosperify.  &hd?
seif-govermment”” Threo ' years had dot!
elapsed when Congress was called nporito
determine the e,-rupricty of retroceding fo
Maryiand and Virginia the jurisdietion of
the territury which they had respectively re-
linquished to the Governmeat of the United
States It was urged on the ong hand that
exelusive jurisdiction was not nucessary or
useful to the Government, thatit deprived
the inhubitants of the Districtof theirpoliti-
cal rights, that much of the time of Congress
was consuwed in legislation pertaining to it,

in
nativnal concerns, they are, ne o FONG)

- hdd Biden nssumed ard  their sulfrage i
¢ | sey to aid & loynl' sentiment here, for losal | departments.

"

ascepta sl by the States,
It would "engender ;‘J‘ecm gl" opposition

hem;r;ing deﬂ:-mﬂd i !

wou revent them form living to; 'F in
a state - of ‘mutual friendliness. my
produee sneh a resalt, and  following the
clear aml well. nscertained  popular will, we

“Amerfcan oitizen, ‘and when “guided by vir

but dne was given in favor of the proposed
extension of the slective franchise As
these elubtions seemn to have been condue-
ted with éatire fuirness, the msu!(t:lf mudt be
agcepted as a truthful expression of the opin-
doh of the peoplé of the District upon the
question which evoked it Possessing, as
en orginized community, the same popular
right as the inhabitans of a State or Territory
to muke ‘known their will vpon matters
which affect their social and politicial econ
dition; they could bave . selected no more
appropriste mode of memoralizing Congress
upon the subject of this bill than throu
the sulfrages of their qualified voters. bEn-
tirely disregarding the wishesof the peo-
[l;of the District of Columbia, Congress
deamed it right and expedient to
the measurs now submi for my =
ture. It therefore becomes the duty of the
Executive, standing between the legisjation
of the one and the will of the other, fairly
expressed, to determine whether he should
approve the bill and thus aid in placing
apon the statute books of the nation & law
against which the people, to whom it is to
appiy. bave solemnly snd with .such unani-
mity protested, or whether he should return
it with his objections, in the hope that upon
reconsideration Congrees, acting as the rep-
resentatives of inhabitants of the seat of
government will permit them fo regulstea
E::ely local question as to them may sesm
t suited (o their intorests and - condition.
The District of Columbia was ceded to the
United States by Maryland and Virginin, in
order that it might become the permanent
went of povernment of the United States.
Acecepted by Congress, it at once became
subject to the exclusive legislation for which
provision 18 made in the Federal Constitu
tion. It should be borne in mind hereafter
thatdn its functionsas the lnw making power
of the District of Columbis, the. suthority
of the National Legislature is not without
{imit, but that Con is bound to observe
the letter and spirit of the Coustitution, as
‘well in the ennctment of local laws for the
woat of Govermment, s in legislution com-
mon to the entire Union, Were it to be ad-
mitted that the right to exercise exolusive
Jogisintion in all cases whatsoever conferred
upon Congress unlimited power within the
tract of Columbus, titles ot nobility might
be granted withia its boundaries, laws might
be made réspecting an establishment of the
religion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech
or of the press, or the right of the people
{aeaoonblylo assemble and to petition the
iovernmont for a redress of grievancea
Dispotism would prevsil
Government of a fres republic, and as a
of permanent residence, it would be
avoided by all who prefer the blessings of
liberty to themere emoluments of official
position. It ehould aleo be remembered
that in legislating for the District of Colam-
bia 1nder the Federsl Constitation, the rela-
tion of Uongress to its inhabitants is aoal-
un to that of a legislature to the people
of -a Htate under their own lo:al Constitu-
tion 1t does not therefore, seem to be ask-
too much in watters pertnining tothe
Distriet, Congress should have a like respect
for the will and intorests of its inhabitants,
ns is entertained by a State Logislature for
the wishes and prosperity of those for whom
they legi The spirit of our Constitu-
tion and the genuis of our Goveroment re-
quire that in regard to any law which is to
affect and have & permanent bearing upon
a people, their will should exact at least a
ressonable inflasnee upon those who are act-
ing in the capaeity of their legislators.
Would, for instanoce, the Legislature of the
Staterof New York, or of Penusylvania orof
Indiana, or of any Neate in the Union, in op-
ition to the expressed will of & large ma.
m‘:f the people whom they were chosen
. t represent, arbitrarily furse upon them,
us voters, all ons of the Africanor negro
Mnad them oligihh for tha ofice
without nny other qualifiiontions thun s cer-
tain tarm of residence within the Stata. In
 neither of the States named would the calored
" population, when acting together, be abla to
uoe any great socinl or politieinl result
ot in New York, before he can vote, the
man of solor maost fullil conditions that are
not required of the white citizan. In Pean-
" sylentiin the elestive franchise ia restricted
to whits freedmen ; while in Indiann, ne-
sad mulattoos are expressly excluded
from the right of suffrage.
1t bardly seoms consistant with the prin-
ciplos of right and justice, that repressuta-
tives of States where suffrage is cither de-
nisd the colored man or granted (o himt on
qu‘ﬁﬁm reqairing intelligence or prop-
erty, should compel the people of the Dia-
triok of Calumbin’ o try #n  cxperiment
which their alen constituonts hiave Wus fiur
shown an unwillingooss to test for thesssl-
ves. Nor des it necord with our repablican
ideas that the principla of the gorvernment
should luse its Furce when applied o pesidents
“‘of the District, merely because their legisla-
tors are not like those of the States—respou-
gihile through the ballot to the poople, for
whom they arc the law-making power, The
geent object of placing the seat of govern-
ment under the executive legislation of Con-
Eress, was o acours the entire independenve
of the Gonerul CGoveranmwent from undug
Stats influence, and to ennble it to discharge,
withput dgnger of inurru[;ll;iun or infringe.
ment of its authority, the high functions fur
" which it was created byiths pec 13. For
i t purpose it was eeded to the
ggbd rlutes byl'lluryluml aad Virginia, and
it pertainly unever oould bave besa coutem:
as one of the ebjocts to be attained by
lacing it ander the exclosive jurksdiction uf
, that it wonld: afferd tn propnean

at the zeat of

that its government was exgensive, that Con-
was not competent to legislate for the
Eiﬂtri

to its loeal concerns
ample of government without representation®
—an experiment dangerous to the liberties
of the States.
among other reasons,and suecessfully that thel
Constitution, the acts of cession of Virginia
snd Maryland and the act--of Congreds ac=¢
ueptinF the grant, all contemplated the exer-
cise o
and that its uscfullness, if nof its necesgity,
: : PR RN (Sl iy
was inferred from the inconvenience which
Wis

and in the meantime a loeal legislature ; that

¢, because its memhers were strangers
and that it was an ex-

On the other hand it was held

exclusive legislation by Congress;

left for want of it hy
been de-

political  vights, had - not

who it was said had

District shonld become sufficient! pulous,
if the inhabitants had not paelitical rights,
they had great political influence’; that the
trouble and expense of legislating 'for the
District would not be great, but would di-
mimish, and might in & gredt mensare be
avoided hf s local legislature, and that Con-
gress could not retrocede, the "i!:!)g;himnta
without their oconsent.  Continuing to live
substantially under the laws that existed ot
the time of the cessioh, and such changes
only having been made as were swggested
by themselves, the peopla of the District

which has generally been willingly acceded
by the Congress of the nation. :hs a general
rule, sound policy requires that the legisla-
ture should yield tothe ‘Wishes of i people,
when not inconsistent with the Constitation
and the laws. The measures ‘suited to bne”
community might.not be well ndapted to the
condition of another, “and. the persons best
qualified to determine such questions are
those whose interests are to be directly
affected by any propased law. In- Mas-
sachusetts, for instance, male persons are
allowed to vute, without regurd to color, pro-

vided they possess aweertain degree of .ingelli-
gence. Inna population of that Swate of

1,231,066 there were, by tha census of 18060,
only 9602 persons of color, and of the males
over twenty-one years of age therse were
239,086 whites to 2602 colored, By the
same official information there were in the
Distriet of Colambia 60,704 whites to 14,316

ersons of the colored race.: ¥ince  then,
Euwaver, the population. of this Distriet has
largely increased, and it is estimated thatat
the present time there are nearly 100,000
whites to 30,000 negroes. The cause of the
angmented numbersof the latter elass needs
no explanation. Contiguous to Maryland
and Virginia, the District, daring the war,
became n place of refuge for those who es-
caped from servitude, and it is yet the abid-
ing place of a considerable proportion of
those who sought within its lilnits a shelter
from bondage. Until then held in slavery
and denied all “opportanisies for mental enl-
ture, their first knowledge of the Government
was acquired when—by conferring unpon
them freedon—it _became the benelactor of
their race. The test of their eapability Tor
improvement began when, for the first time,
the career of free industry and the aveneus
to intelligence were opsned.to them. Pos-
sessing these advantazes but a limited time
—the greater number perhaps having en-
tered the Distriet of 'Oélumbia- during the
Iatter years of the war or gince its termina-
tion—we may well paise ®yfnquire whether,
after so brief aprobation, they are, as a elgss,
capable of an intelligent exercise- of the
right of sufirage, and qguulified to discharge
the duties of official positions.

familiar with their habits of thought, have
expressed the conviction that they aremot
vet competent to serve us electors, nnd thus
beeome eligible for ofiice in the logal govérn-
ments nnder whieh thoy live. Clothed with
the elective franchiss, their numbers, alrequly
largoly in excess of the demand for labor
would be soon inereased by.an influg from
the adjoining Btates. 'Diawn from fields
where employment is abundunt, they would
In vain seck it here, and =o add to thaom-
barrassments alrondy czperienced from the
Iaree clase of idle persons eongrezated in
the [iw'riet “Hardly vef edapalile of furming
correet judzments upon the important gues-
ticns that often maka the issnes of a palities]
contest, they oould readily he made subsars-
font Lo thoe purposcs of désienine persons,
While in M:wmn-!murlm, unider rihe census
of 1864, the proportion of white to celored
miles over lun.l‘ll_v VYoars af nre “was one
ill"’l'ifl“! ﬂf“l _ll:'.ri_? O i, hvrr; thao ],hugk
rage cousfitates netly e dhiad o U6 on-
pire populalion, whilstahe same  chigaisar
voutids tho  Ih=triot ‘on'ulF sides; Tonly Lo
clignge theire I:'f'.-iit{t'!h'l' sl n momenl s nu‘.—.‘;cn‘
ad with all 'the " Ludiiity of o nomadie ‘poo-
ple, To order to engoy bers, after a short resi-
denoe, @ privilece  they lnd  no where else,
ILis within their power in obe yeir L6 come
ita the Distriot in such nursbeors as to have

epty in which tiay - have no
Maseschusetta, where thevy huve enjoyed the
Lencfits of n thurouel” sdubationel
the qualifieation ol intelligenca requirdd,
wliile hero, sulfrnge in extended to all with

of une year, ae to those persons of volor who,

Uinhbitants, and

dista o# puolitical parties a place forau expor
imenial test ol ther prinaiples aod teonios

asolul and l't,'*'imllhn.l\: metbors of the eom.

'

the Can-feorrectly to comprehend the duties and res-
gress of the Confederation’; that the pagple:
themselves,
prived of their
complained and did not desire u retrocession,
that the evil might be remedied by giving
them a representation in Congress when the

have not sought by a local legislature that |

The people who are daily witnesses of
their mode of living, and who have beedme.

tha supreme contrul ol the white ruceand to
govern them hy thoir bwn 0®éers wiill hy the
exereiseaf 3”..(.5]& muninig'ni I.".tlihnl‘il\'. fmons
tharest, of the power of tazation over prop-
intevest. In

Fystaug,
oat diserimination; as wall Withs most incapa-
bile, who ean prove o regidence in the District
{eomparatively fow in number, are pormanent

haviog given evidenvs of
merit and  quabifieation wre recognized ns

nce uf negro

and hatred between the two raees, which,
and @neradicable,

aveiding every mcasure that might tend to

should assiduously endeavor to promote
kindly roletions between ithem, and thus
when that popular will leads the wany, pre-
pire fur the gradval and harmonious intro-
duction of this new element into the politi-
cal power of the country. It eamnot. be
urged that the proposed extension of suffmge
in the District off Upludibia is necessary to
enable persons of color to proteet either
their interests or their rights, They stand
heraipreci=gly as they stond in Permsylvania,
Ohio and Indiana Iere, as elsewhere, in
all that pertsins to civil rights, there is noth-
inz to dul.iuguir?ut};i:; clua'-ufir p&m from
citizens of the Unitad States, ey possess
the “full and ‘equnl benefit of.all Iaws and’
proceedings for the security of person and
property as is enjoyed by white citizens,”
and are mdale **subject tolike punishment,
Ains and pEmalties; ond Lo none otheér, any
aw statotes, prdinence; regulation or custom
to the contrary - notwithstapding.”  Nor o

ghvdrnments ‘aiready "exist of “ondéubted’|
fealthy to the Government and ayc sustaingd
k¥ crimuiwnitiet which:were: ameng the first |
Lo testify divir devotion to the alinion, and
whith, dnfing the 'stragyle; fornished their
full quotas of men to the mulitary sérviee of
the conntry.” The ecxercise of .the ¢lective
franchise s the  highest attribute " of ap

tue, Mteligesee; putrictism and a proper ap-
preciativmol-purinstitutionsg, constitutes the
true basis of a democraticforin of govern-
ment Tn which the sovereign power is Jodged
in the body of the people.  1ts influence for
goiod necessarily - “depends
charnéter and patriotism of the elector, for
if exercised by persons who do not - justly
estimatd its~value and who are indifferent
ns to its results, it will only serve as A means
of placingpower ia the handsof theanprin-
eipled and ambitious, and must eveatuate in
the . comoplete destruction of that liberty
which should be the most powerful conserva-
tor. Great danger is therefore to be appre-’
héndeddront-an untimely - extension of the
elective [ranshise to any new class in our
country especially when- the large majority
of. that elass, in wielding the power thus

n the elevated

ﬁTn'E:e:j in therr-hinds cannot be expected

ponsibilities which pertiin tosuffrage. . Yes-
terday, ns it were, four millions of persons
ware held in a condition of slavery that had
existed for generations ; to day they are freed.
men, and arg assumed by law to be citizens.
It eannot be presumed from their previous
condition to servitude, that as a class they
are as well informed as to the nature of our
Guyernment gs the intelligent foreigner who
makes our Iand the home of his choite. In
the ense of the latter, neither a residence of
five yesrs and the knowledge of our insti-
tutions which it gives, nor attachment to the
principles of the Constitation, are the only
conditions upon which'he éan be admitted)
to citizenship, He must prove, in‘addition,
s good morul character, and thus give rea-
sonablé grotnd for the belief that he will be-
faithful to the obligations which he asSumes
ns a eitizen of the republic.

Where a people—*‘ the souree of al pe-
litical power '—speak by their saffrages
through the instrumentality of the ballot box,
it wust be carefully guarded ageinst the son-
trol T those whoare corrupt in prineiple
and enemies of free institutions; I{;r it cun
only become to our political and social sys-
tem a safe conductor of healthy popalar sen-
timent when kept free from demoralizing ib-
fluences. Uontrolled through fraud and usur-
pation by the designing:' anarchy and despo-
tigm must inevithbly follow. Lo fhe liands
of the patriotic and worthy, vur Government
will be preserved upon the prineiples of the
Constitation inherited from our fathers. It
follows, therefore, that in admitting to the
ballot box & new . class of voters not quali-
fied for the elective franchise, we weaken our
system of government instead of adding to
its strength and darability. In returning this
bill to the Nenate, 1 deeply regret that there
should be any conflict of opinion between
the Legislative and Executive Departments
of the Government in - regard to meastres
that vitally affect the prosperity aund peace
of the country, sincerely desiring to recon-
cile the States with one another and the whole
people to the Government of the United
States. 1t has been my carnest wish to co-
operate with Congress in all measures hav-
ing for their object a proper and complete
adjustment of the questions resulting from
our late civil war. Harmony between the
co-ordinate branches of the Government, al-
ways necessary for the public welfare, was
never more demarided than at the present
time, and it will, therefore, be my constant
aim to prowmote, us far as possible, concert of
nction; between them. The :differences of
opinitn that have niréady occurred, have
rendered me only the more ecautious, lest
the Executive should encroach upon any of
the prerogatives of Congress, or by excepd-
ing in any manner the Constitutional limit
of his duties, destroy the equilibrium which
should exist between the several co-ordinate
departments, and whicly is so essential #o the
harmonious working of the Government; 1
know it has been urged that the Execufive
Department is more likely to enlarge the
sphere of its action than either of the other
branches of the Government, and especially
in the exercise of the veto power conferred
wpon it by the Constitution. JIt-should be
remembered, however, that the power is
wholly negutive and conservative in ite char-
acter, and was intended. to o as o check
upon ancodstitutionsl, hasty €nd improvident
legislation, and as a means of protection
against invasions of the just powers of the
Executive and Juodicial departments, It is
remarked by Chancellor Jhent that to enact
lasw is a transcendant power,and if the body
shut possesses it be o full and equal repre-
sentation of the le there is danger of
its'pressing with uetive weight on all
the vther purts of the machinery of govgrn-
ment, -1t hss, therefore, been thought nee-
cssary by the most skillful and most experi-
erged ‘artists” in the science of civil palicy
that strong barriers should be erected * for
the protection and seourity of the other nec-
cssury powers of the Government, nothing
hus Leon deemed:moredit and expedient for
tha purpose than the provision that the head
of the léxeeitive. Department should be so
constituted as tu secure n requaisite share of
imlependence, and that he should have a
negstive npon the of laws, aond that
the Judiciary power, resting on a still more
permmient Tusis, showld have the right of
determining upon the validity of laws by
the stardurd of the Constitution. The ne-
cessity of svme such check in the hands of
the Excputive is shown by reference to the
mokt eminent writers upon our systein of
‘government, who scem to ovnenr in the opin-
wit that the encroackhments are most to be
apprebended frowm the department in which
all legislative powerx are vested by the Con.
stitutton. Mr. Muadison, in referring to the
dificalty of previding some ical seen-
rity for ench apdinst the invasion of the
other, remarks that the legislative depart
ment is everywhere extending the sphare of
its activity and drawing all power into its
yoriex. e founders of our republios seem
ever to have regullected tha danger from
legislstive usurpations which, by assemubling

the same tyranny as is threatened by exzeeu.

wanivy.,  lwposed npon au  anwitbog peo-
J

Jeots of usa

neces- | the

Jthat by its provisions all the powers of the

all powerin the-same hunds, ‘must lead to |

. u:gemi & ence in its
{ is entdy nnmerous
to be incapable of pursning the objeets of
its beom?t by means which reason
seribes. 1L 18 ngainst the enterprising aml i-
tion of thu.demmthuthepe?leugbt
to indulge all their jealousies and exhaust
all their persecutions. The legislative de-
partment derives a superiority in our Gov-
ernment from pther cirenmstances. The Con-
stitutional ]:)Bwera being “at once more ex-
tensive and less susceptible of precise limits
it ean with the greater facility make under
complicated and direct measures the en-
eroachments which it makes on the co-ordi-
nate departments. . On the other side, the
Executive power being - restrained within a
_n:::w::u oumpun,d nt;d bﬁing more simple
in ita nature, an e judiei being des-
eribed by landmarks ::i less Ll:;zemirf, pro-
! tion by these departments
would unmet!r?:tely betray and defeat them-
selves; nor is this all, as the legislative de-
partment alone has.aceess to the pockets of
the people, and in all a prevailing influence
over the pecuniary rewards of those who fill
the other departments, a dependence is thus
crented in the latter which given still greater
fuailities to encroachments of the former
We have seen that the tendency of republi-
can igm'-atm.hpn toap. aggrandizement of
egislative at the "expense of the other

Mr. Jefferson, in referring to
the early Constitution of Virginia, objected

le, with
el ek Bare

Guovernment—legislative, execative and jo-
dicial—resalted to the legislative hody, hold-
ing that the concentrating these in the same
hands is precidely $he “Wefinitinn of despotic
governments, 1t will be no alleviation that
these powers will be exercised by a plurality
of bands, and not by a single one hundred
and seventy-three despots, would surely be
us oppressive as onc; as little will it avail us
that they are chosen Ly ourselves an elee-
tive despotism, was not the Govergment, we
fought fur, but ome which should not'only
be founded gn frée principles, bat in which
the powers of government should be sn di-
vided and balanced among several bodies of
magistracy o8 that no one could not trans-
cend their legal limits without being effectu-
ally checked and restrained by the others,
For this reason that convention which passed

the ordinance of government laid its found-
ation on this basis : That the legislative, ex-
ecutive and judieirry departments should be
separate and distinét, so that no person
should exercise, the powers of more
than one of them at the sume time, hut no
barrier was provided between these several

them for theig continuance in i

should have beed left to Judiciar
versy, and the direction of the

becoming hubitual and fumiliar,

Government.”

it trenches o

representatives 7 Will they
of the exercisg’ of

tensive and  less
within précise 1o

out beingd broug
train and bound its exercire. The same re
judiciary. The jurisdiction
bounded to a few ohjects or persons : or how

tion of private

troversies to scterpen.

self; it must do everything for others; i

of impeachment.
legislative powers, except in the few cases o
constitutional prohibition, is unlimited. 1
is forever varying its means and its end. 1

policy of the country.
vast interests. It

three branches of its ordinary powers: |

society.
visibls representative o

stances,

popular feelly d popular odium, it obey

for-the time beigr

transeend the Constitutional limits,

the fite of republics, but t
admitted by .

for purulnr rights
republican institutions,

dence secured beyond the

check power, and the

ol inllnence by patronnge;
never be wei
mand over the

tions, and

impartinlity give it no  claims %

wur, how
ever they may he respested:

ive nsurpations.  Jn n representative rapub.

Fowers; the judiciury anl executive mem-
sers were left dependent on the legislative
for their subsistence in office, and some of
If, there-
fure, the legislature assumes executive and
judicinry powers no opposition is likely to
be made, nor if made, enn be effectual, be-
caunse in that case they may put their pro-
ceedings into the form of an act of assem-
bly, which will reader them obligatory on
the other branches. They have, accordingly,
in many instances decided rights which
contro-
xecutive
during the whole time of their session in
Mr, Jus-
tice Story, in his commentaries on the Con-
stitution, reviews the same subject, and says,
“The truth is that the Legislative power is
the great and overruling power in-every free
The represcntatives of the
people will wateh ™ with”jealousy every en-
creachment of the executive magistrate, for
“their own authority, bat
who shall watch the encroachments of these
be as jealous
ywir by themselves us
by others 7' There are many reasons which
way be assigned for the engrossing influende
of the Jezislitivd Hepartment; - m the first
place, its constitutional powers are more ex-

le of beipg brought
than those of either ol
the other departments; the bounds of the -
executive . finthopity * are. easily. marked out
and defined. Itreaches few objects, and those,
are known, it cannot transcend them with-
n contact with the other
depurtments, however it may check and res-

marks apply with still greater force to the
is or may be

ever genersl and unlimited 1ts operations are

neceagarily mmfmad,_tu the mere administra-
“and public justice. Iteannut

punish without Jaw; it cannot create con-

1€ ¢an decide only —

apon rights and cases as _they are brought

by uthers beforeit; « can. do nothing for it-

governa the nstifutions, and laws and public
1t regulntes all its
isposes of all its prop-
orty—Iiook but at the exercise of two or

its pleasure_abipogt all the ipstitutions which
give strenotlf, “and  comfort, and dignity to
In the next place, it is the direct

f the will of the peo-
ple in all the changes of times and circum-
It has the pride as well as the
power of numbers; it is easily moved, and
steadily moved by the strong impulses of

Each Department sheuld have a will of
its own; each should have its own indepen-
tKowur of being

taken away by either or both of the others,
but ot the samie tizde the relations of each
to the other should be so strong that there
sghould be a- motual interest to sustain and
et cach other. There shonld not only

‘: eonstitutional means but personal motives
to resist encroachments of one or either of
the others. Thus ambition wonld be made | 3158
to control ambition, the desire of power to
are of inlersst
to balance an opposing interest.  The Judi-

w

De gal i "
ciary ent is naturally and almost | & . ) . yarll et -
necessarily, as has been already said, the Husic, Inclading Use of instrumont >

woakest department; it can have no means
its powers cun
for itself; it has no com-
or the sword of the na-
tiown : it can neither lay taxes or nppropriate
woney, nor command armies, or appoiot to
offiee it is never brought into eontuct with
the people by comnstant sppeals, and solicita-
: private intercourscs which belong
to all the other  departments of the govern-
ment. It is sure only in controversies or in
trinls and-punishments ; its rigid justice and

Ik stands soli
tury and unsupported except by that portion

wE " f n'r_ Y & . - ' el MR = = . -
ple placed by the’ ..qun lic, where the exeemtive magistracy is care- | of pablic opinion which is interested

qsdi]:im legistativa - of Co it would | fully limited in the extent und the darw- | in P ':P'mmm ion of justice, it can

bo received as an arbi exercise of | tion of its power, and _ where the legislative - seomre the synipathy of zealons sup-
powsr and de an ind the eountry | power is exergised by nn assembly which is | port gither of the exeeutive or the legisln

of the purpiese of Con compel the | inspired by = sopposed influence over the gru if they are nok. as is not unfrequently

the vase, jenlous of its prerogatives, the con-
stant necessity of scrutinizing the acts of
each upon the application of any privato per-

son, and the painful duty of pronouncing
L judgment that these acts are a departure

from the law and Cunstitution, can baye 5o |
tendency to conciliste kindness or nourish
influence: It would seem thersforo that
some additional guards would under such
circumstances be necessary o | ‘this
Department from the absolate dominion of
the others; rarely have any sueh puards
beean applied; and every attempt to introduee
them has been resisted with a pertinacit
which demonstrates how slow popular lead-
ers are to introduce checks u their own
power and how slow the people are to believe
that the Judiciary is the real bulwark of their,
liberties. If noy department of the Govern-
ment has influence or abeorbing power,
it certainly not been gither the Executive

or Judiciary. In addition to what has been

said by these distinguished writers, it ma
aleo be arged bytb:gudominm inalcz
house, that they may, by the expulsion of a
sufiicient number of members, or by the ex-
clusion from representation of a requisite
number of States, rednce the minority to
less than one-third. Congress b{. these
means might be enabled to pass & law, the
objections of the President to the contrary
notwithstanding, which would render impo-
tent the other two departments of the gov-'
ernment and make i ve the whulesome
and restraining power which it was intended
by the framers of the Constitution should be
extended by them. This would bea prac-
gmiodcunoenmthth n ofa::l ‘;p:war in the
nited States ; this, in of the
anthors of the Do‘:]mu'an of 1 gnagendan“‘
would be precisely the definition of a despotic
government. [ have preferred to reproduce
theze teachings of the statesmen and
constituti lawyers of the early and later
days of the Republic rather than to rely sim-
I:byupou an expression of my own opinion.
e eannot oo often recur to them, e’;ieginlly
at a conjuncture like the present gir ap-
plications to our actual condition is so appar-
ent that they now come tousasa living
voice, to be listened to with more attention
than at any previous fperiod of our history.
We bave been, and are yet, in the midst of
iar commotion.
I'he passions aroused by o great civil war
are still dominant It is not a time favora-
ble to thatcalm and deliberate judgement
which is the only aafe guide when radical
changes in ourénstitutions are to be made.
The measure now befire me is one of those
changes. [t initiates all untried experi-
meunts for a people who have said with one
voice that it is not for their good. Thise
alone should make us pause. Batit is not
all—the experiment has been tried, or so
much as demanded by the people of the sev-
eral States for themselves—in but few of
the States has such an innovation been al-
lowed as giving the ballot to the eolored popu-
lation without any other qualifieation than a
residence of one year,and in most of them
the denial of the ballot to this race is abso-
lute snd by fundamental law placed beyond
the domain of ordinary legislation. In most
of those Ntates the evil of such euffrage
would he tial but small as it would be,it
is guarded by coostitutionsl barriers. Heie
the innovation assames formidable propor-
tions which may easily grow to such an ex.
tent as to make the white population a  sub-
ordinate element in the body politic. After
full deliberation on the measure, 1 cannot
bring myself to g ve it, even upon local
considerations, nor yeét as the beginning of an
experiment on a largér seale. | yield to no
one in attachment to that rule of general
suffrage which distinguishes our policyas =
nation ; but thereis s limit, wisely observed
hitherto, which makes the ballot & privilege
and a trust, and which requires of some
classes a time suitable for probation and pre-
paration. To give it indiscriminately to n
new class, ' wholly unprepared by previous
habits and opportonities to perform the trust
‘which it demands, is to degrado it nnd finally
to destfoy its powers; for it may be safely
assumed that no politicial truth is better
estal;lished than that such indiscriminute
and allembracing extemsion of popular
suffrage must end at last in its destruction.
- ANDREW JOHNSON,
Wasuixerox, Jun. 5, 1866,

[Since the above was put in type we learn
that both houses of Congress have passed
the bill over the President’s veto. It is now
the Jaw. Next comes the States—and then
anarchy, bloodshed and ruin. ]
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